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position of the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland with
its status in foreign countries.
"Sept. 6th, 1828.
... In those foreign countries where Catholics and
Protestants are said to live together in unity the Catholics
have their church establishment. Such is the case in the
Russian and Prussian dominions, in Poland, Silesia, etc.
But the Government is supreme over all; they have no
Catholic members of Parliament. Catherine of Russia
and Frederick of Prussia gave the law to all and suffered
no interference of the Court of Rome but under the
sanction of their authority. In this country the limit of
the power of the Crown does not admit of the same
control. It is impossible to put the Catholics and Protes-
tants of Great Britain and Ireland on the same footing
with Catholics, Protestants and Greeks in Russian or
Prussian Poland or in Silesia and other countries where
the religions have, in separate districts, distinct establish-
ments. There is no resemblance between the state of
religion of Great Britain and Ireland and the state of religion
in the Russian or Prussian or Austrian dominions or in the
Netherlands or now in France. The example of those
countries is, therefore, no example to us. ...
In Ireland the Catholic clergy are independent of the
laity of their own Church to a degree which never existed
in any country except, perhaps, the Pope's temporal
dominions; and I believe that even there the clergy are
not so wholly independent of the laity as the Catholic
clergy of Ireland are independent of the Catholic laity.
And even in the patrimony of St. Peter the clergy are
dependent on the Government of the country, though the
Government is in the hands of ecclesiastics. The Court of
Rome is jealous of its temporal power over its immediate
subjects and distinguishes its temporal from its spiritual
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